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The Farmers of Tanner Creek: Poem
Using the information in the essay “The Farmers of Tanner Creek” as inspiration, compose a poem from the perspective of “Vegetable Man,” a Chinese immigrant and peddler living in Portland in the late 1890s/early 1900s. As the author of the essay notes, few facts are known about “Vegetable Man,” but we can use what we do know, plus information about the lives of Chinese immigrants throughout the essay.
Requirements:

1. Use at least five direct references from the text.

2. Incorporate at least two of the following poetic devices: repetition, rhyme, alliteration, contrast, consonance, assonance, metaphor, imagery, simile, and sensory language. 
Line starters:
You may know that I…

But you may not know…

I wanted to ________________, but…

I want you to know my story because…

I hoped…

I wished…

They called me…

I was…

I was not…

They knew…

They didn’t know…

Sample poem
They didn’t know my name,

They didn’t know my age,

They just called me “Vegetable Man.”

Or “Chinaman.”

Maybe they couldn’t pronounce my real name,

Maybe they didn’t even try.

I lived in the shadow of their mansions

In a shanty built from their scraps.

They just called me “Vegetable Man.”

I worked the land. 
I trudged like an ant

Uphill,

Downhill,

Uphill,
Downhill.

I wanted to plant my way into 

An American Dream.

I worked the land
Until the people in the mansions 

Wanted it for themselves.

I worked the land

Until men in white hoods

Brought flame and hate.

But they couldn’t erase

My people

Or the roots we put down

In this soil,

In this city.

So the next time

You cheer for the Timbers

At Providence Park

Or hear “Next stop, Goose Hollow”

On the MAX,

Think of me: “Vegetable Man.”

Chinese peddler in Portland, c. 1880s (Courtesy Oregon Historical Society Research Library)
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