The Farmers of Tanner Creek: Reading Assessment (SAMPLE RESPONSES)
Note: The following demonstrates sample ideas students may include in responses that, if complete, meet or exceed proficiency. See ODE Reading Scoring Guide for details.
Demonstrate Understanding
1. Describe what is known and what is unknown about “Vegetable Man.” Include at least four known and three unknown qualities that the author provides, paraphrasing or using words directly from the text.
	Known
	Unknown

	¶1

· He sold produce to the Mills family on a daily basis.

· He visited the family in 1907.

¶ 2

· He was Chinese.

· He probably brought his produce up from Tanner Creek gulch to the Mills mansion.

¶3

· He was one of many Chinese men who gardened on the fringes of town rather than working in Chinatown in downtown Portland.
	¶ 2

· His real name

· His age

· What vegetables he sold


2. List the three factors that led to the disappearance of the Chinese garden community by 1910. Paraphrase or use words directly from the text.
	Factor 1
	¶4: “Explosive urban growth in the early 1900s” or ¶5: “Real estate that was once undesirable and became desirable” (gentrification)

	Factor 2
	¶4: “Racist practices and exclusionary laws”

	Factor 3
	¶4: “Local policies that restricted the Chinese gardeners’ ability to sell their produce”


Develop an Interpretation
3. a. Compare and contrast Goose Hollow of the past to Goose Hollow of the present. Include details from the text in the table below, then answer the question in Part B.
	Past Goose Hollow
	Present Goose Hollow

	¶7: “Farmers once plowed perfect rows along the slope…one of the largest Chinese gardens in Portland.”
¶8: “Uneven, uninhabited land knobbed with hills and prone to flooding…marshy and undesirable…but…to the Chinese men who originally immigrated to the United States to work on the railroads, [it] was perfect for farming.”
	¶7: “Pedestrians stroll down the street toting Trader Joe’s bags and yoga mats…telecommuters hunch over lattes and laptops at Starbucks shops tucked into tiny strip malls…adjacent to the Multnomah Athletic Club, roaring fans cheer as the Timbers dribble a soccer ball up and down the field.”



b. What did the city lose in these changes from past to present? What did it gain? Who benefitted and who suffered from these changes?

The city lost marshy farmland, and thus this population of Chinese farmers. In exchange, it gained a developed urban area with shops, a gym, and a soccer stadium, which all brought more money to the area. The Chinese immigrants suffered, since they were kicked off the land and lost their livelihoods, and wealthy white people benefitted, since they now had more places to visit for fun and shopping.
4. a. Using specific examples from the text, compare and contrast the obstacles and opportunities Chinese immigrants experienced. Include at least three obstacles and three opportunities. Then answer the question in Part B.
	Obstacles
	Opportunities

	¶6: “Immigrants straining to survive on the margins of society, working lands they could not legally own, and ultimately being displaced by development.”
¶10: “Chinese could never legally own the land, [so] they could be easily displaced.”

¶13: “Exclusion laws…prohibited Chinese women from immigrating to the United States and anti-miscegenation laws…banned interracial marriage.” 

¶17: “Oregon’s state constitution of 1859 barred anyone of Chinese descent from owning property, which meant that the Chinese gardeners could be evicted from their farms at any moment. As the city of Portland grew…the gardens would eventually be squeezed out.”

¶20: “In 1893, the Multnomah Amateur Athletic Club…leased a five-acre tract of land in the Tanner Creek gulch, and over the next eight years, several Chinese gardens and shanties were displaced.”
¶23: “‘Gentrification is how Chinese farmers got crowded out. After 1910, you don’t see the shanties anymore.’”

¶24: “In 1897, the Portland Common Council adopted an ordinance requiring street vendors within city limits to obtain a license…those who sold meats, fish, ice, bread, and newspapers were exempted from the ordinance, which effectively banned only the Chinese vegetable peddlers from operating.”
¶25: “The Chinese farmers suffered…overt discrimination by rogue groups of young white men bent on trouble…An active chapter of the Ku Klux Klan was known to harass and persecute Chinese gardeners and peddlers for sport in the early 1900s, and news stories from the time reveal how the Klan eventually burned Chinese farmers and ranchers off their lands.”

¶28: “Lee’s great-grandmother…spoke no English.”
	¶12: “Chinese men who built the culvert [near Burnside Street in 1873] remained in the area and began farming the sediment-rich lands.”

¶14: “The gardens grew from only a few acres in 1879 to more than twenty acres a decade later.”

¶14: “Chinese gardeners doubled down on the day’s work by selling their vegetables door-to-door to Chinese cooks living in the mansions of Goose Hollow, and then loading up laundry for the return trip down the hill, delivering it to downtown Chinatown laundries.”

¶21: “The gardeners responded [to displacement] by simply relocating their farms and shanty buildings farther south along SW 20th Avenue and Jefferson Street.”

¶26: “Chinese immigrants could legally own land, beginning in 1943, when the Chinese Exclusion Act was repealed…Chinese families could move into neighborhoods with less fear of being chased out by unfair laws, encroaching development, or men in hoods.”

¶28: “Lee’s grandmother…was one of the first Chinese Americans to buy a home in what is now the Ladd’s Addition neighborhood.”
¶30: “‘It’s perseverance, and the community, all the people that come from the same village and keep close contact and help each other—that’s the only way they know how to survive.’”



b. Using your answer in Part A, identify which one or two obstacles were the most unjust. Does this kind of injustice still exist for immigrants today? Support your answer with related examples.
I think the harassment and abuse of Chinese immigrants by the KKK is the most unjust obstacle. The KKK targeted these immigrants simply because they were not white and not born in the United States, and they destroyed their land so they would not be able to support themselves. This ruined the immigrants’ personal and economic security and their hope for a stable future.  

Yes, this kind of injustice still exists for some immigrants today. Reports of hate crimes, many against Muslims and people of Middle Eastern descent, have increased since the 2016 presidential election. In Kansas, an Indian immigrant who was working legally as an engineer in the U.S. was shot and killed by a white man who yelled racist slurs at him and questioned his immigration status. People are still judged, persecuted, and even killed because of their perceived race or immigration status.
Analyze Text
5. Give at least three different examples of people the author quotes for this essay. Explain the author’s purpose for quoting each person, and what overall effect these citations have on the author’s message.

	Person 1
	Tracy J. Prince, professor emeritus at Portland State University: As a local professor, Prince has expertise on the history of Portland, including immigrant populations of Portland.

	Person 2
	Marie Rose Wong, author of Sweet Cakes, Long Journey: She wrote a book about the Chinese gardens and has extensive knowledge of the history of Chinese farming and Portland growth.

	Person 3
	Local historian Norm Gholston: He has spent several years researching the Chinese gardens.



	Person 3 (additional option)
	Jeff Lee, great-grandson of a Chinese hog rancher and vegetable farmer in Northwest Portland: He has genealogical connections to early Chinese immigrants in the area and provides personal examples of the strength of these families and communities.

	Overall effect of these quotes/ citations on the author’s message
	Each of these sources provides the author with greater credibility on this topic and allows her to share more meaningful examples of the Chinese immigrant experience with readers, helping them to better understand Portland’s history, its connections to Portland’s present, and the injustices that Chinese Americans suffered at the turn of the 20th century.


6. Why does the author focus on the Goose Hollow area of Portland in this essay rather than a different Portland neighborhood? What does the story of this area illustrate about Portland’s growth, and city growth in general, and what can we learn from it?
As the author notes, the story of Goose Hollow’s past is the “story of now,” in that it demonstrates historical and ongoing patterns of growth and displacement that have simultaneously been both a strength and weakness for the Portland area. Other neighborhoods may not have the same history of immigration and displacement that continues to play out in Portland today. The story of this area illustrates the relevance of the past to the present, and the fact that the past links us to life now. By reading this story, we can learn from past policies and situations and decide what actions would benefit the most people as Portland, or any city, keeps growing and changing.
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