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Review your notes and work so far for the essay “The Farmers of Tanner Creek.” Then, you will analyze and discuss the meaning and significance of the following quotation from the essay in a small group, large group, Socratic Seminar, or, in a writing response, according to your teacher’s instructions. You must support your ideas with specific references from the essay, plus other relevant texts.
The author of “The Farmers of Tanner Creek,” Putsata Reang, writes, 
“The farmers existed against a backdrop of the American dream that was literally within sight but impossibly out of reach.”

Address at least one of the following questions in your analysis:

1) What are some of the consequences of economic and urban growth, and who is responsible for these consequences?
2) Who benefits and who suffers when places change and grow, and why?
3) Why is it important to know the history of where we live, and how does this history shape the ways we live in the present?
4) What are the obstacles and opportunities that immigrants experience, and how can we best address these obstacles and create more equal opportunities for all?
5) What is the American Dream, and how has it evolved from the past to the present? Who has access to it, who doesn’t, and why?
Scaffolded Preparation: Complete the following tasks to organize your ideas.

1) Write down examples from the essay of the American Dream (achievement of economic and social success) that the Chinese farmers would have seen in Portland in the late 1890s/early 1900s. Who had power and success at the time, and why?
2) Write down examples from the essay showing how the Chinese farmers tried to achieve, and perhaps did achieve, the American Dream.
3) Write down examples from the essay showing the Chinese farmers’ obstacles to the American Dream.

SENTENCE STARTERS to use during discussion or Socratic Seminar

(Adapted from Burke, Jim. What’s the Big Idea? Heinemann, 2010.)

Prior Knowledge

• I’m already aware that . . .

• This relates to . . .

• This reminds me of . . .
Asking Questions

• I wonder why . . . ?

• What if . . . ?

• Why is it . . . ?
• _________________, I’m not sure I follow you. Can you tell us more about ________________?
Making Connections

• That’s like in the book when . . .

• That reminds me of when we studied/read…

• This is similar to when . . .

• I can relate to that because . . .
Summarizing

• The main idea is . . .

• Everyone seems to think . . .

• The most important points are . . .
Comparing

• ______________ is like _______________ because . . .

• _____________ and _____________ are saying the same thing, which is . . .

• _____________ and _____________ agree that ________________, but I think ___________________ would not agree about ______________________ , because . . .
Clarifying/Revising

• What I mean is . . .

• Another way of saying this is . . .

• I didn’t mean to imply _________________; I actually mean  . . .

• At first I thought _________________, but then I realized __________________ and now think . . .
Reflecting and Relating

• In the end, I believe . . .

• I first thought __________________, but now I think _________________ because . . .

• While I realize ___________________, I think ____________________ because . . .

• I’m still wondering about . . .

• This is relevant to my life because . . .

• My conclusion at this point is that . . .

Chinese gardeners on 50' trestle over Tanner Creek (today SW 18th Ave), c. 1880s (Courtesy: Oregon Historical Society)
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