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Making Peace with Chaos:

Warm-up and Reader Response
Warm-up

Before reading the essay, answer the following prompt on a separate sheet of paper and/or discuss it with a partner:
Describe what you think of when you hear or read the word “refugee.” Where do refugees come from? What do they look like? What are their lives like? Include images, associations, and/or references to things you may have heard about from others or seen in the media. You may also include any questions you might have about refugees.
Reader Response
After reading the essay, use your notes chart and the text to answer each of the following questions on a separate sheet of paper and/or discuss them with a partner:

1. Review your answers in the warm-up. Describe how your ideas about refugees have changed and/or remained the same after reading the essay. What new things did you learn about refugee experiences? What surprised you? How does the reality of refugees’ lives match or not match common stereotypes about them? Use specific evidence from the text to support your answer.
2. How are the refugees profiled in the essay “making peace with chaos”? Choose at least one person and explain how he or she copes with the challenges of life as a refugee, using specific evidence from the text.
3. If you could interview one of the refugees profiled in the essay, what would you ask him or her? Explain which person you would most like to talk to and why, then write at least three questions you would like to ask.
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